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at the same time gradually enveloping Mont- !
didier, while the British  are marking time ;
waiting for a renewal of the general advance,'
This attack, the third stage, became possible j
upon the capture  of  Montdidier.  Aug.   25 !
found  the  British   astride  of  the Sornrne,
sweeping everything before them. The French !
pressed  on  eight m. till they   reached  the
southern bend of the Somme, recovering forty
villages in  their rapid  advance,  With  the
recovery of Ham on Sept. 6 the whole ter-
ritory n., s. and w. of the Somme was cleared
of the invaders. There  remained  only one
more key to capture, venerable St. Quentin,
which fell before Debeney on Oct. 2, 1918.

Somnambulism, an abnormal condition
of sleep in which the motor powers may be
active and respond to stimuli while there is
no voluntary control. Such a result is mani-
fested by sleep-talking (somniloquism) or by
sleep-walking (somnambulism). While some
of the faculties are in abeyance, others are in
a state of exaltation, so that physical and
mental feats which are beyond his waking
powers are sometimes performed with ease
by the sleeping somnambulist. Somnambulism
must be regarded as a state intermediate be-
tween sleeping and waking or perhaps as a
disorder of sleep.

Somnus, in ancient Roman mythology,
the god of sleep, corresponding to the Greek
Hypnos; called a son of Night and the broth-
er of Death.

Sonata, a species of instrumental musical
composition analogous in form to the modern
orchestral symphony. It came into existence
in the early part of the i?th century, was
for a considerable period written almost ex-
clusively for stringed instruments. The earlier
forms of sonata usually contained a principal
or solo part, the other parts being chiefly in
the nature of accompaniments. In the later
forms the number of movements became re-
stricted to either three or four, and from
about the middle of the iSth century sonatas
have been written almost invariably either
for a solo instrument alone, or for a com-
bination of not more than two instruments.

Sonderbund War, the civil war waged,
from religious motives, in November, a 847,
in Switzerland. The result of the war was the
establishment of a new federal constitution
(Sept. 12, 1848). See G, H. Dufour's Der
Sonderbundskrieg (1876).

Song, a short metrical poem suitable for
singing. The union of poetry and music was
one of the earliest forms of musical composi-
tion, and consequently the national melodies

of all countries are almost indissolubly asso-
ciated with thtnr ^onjZ5 Schubert is generally
considered to have been the first great ex-
ponent of the art.

Song of Solomon.   See Canticles.

Song-thrush, or Mavis (Turdus mu-
sictts), the most admired of European
thrushes. It is about eight inches in length
and twelve ID wing extent. See THRUSH.

Sonnet, originally a poem sung to a mu-
sical accompaniment; but the present normal
sense is a poem of fourteen decasyllabic iam-
bic lines, divided into two groups of eight
lines (the octave) and six lines (the sestet)
respectively. Dante, and even more Petrarch,
raised the sonnet to the first place among
Italian metre?. To England the sonnet was
brought by the Earl of Surrey and Sir Thom-
as Wyatt. It was the Astrophcl and Stella
(1591) of Sidney that made it an Elizabethan
fashion, and many collections followed before
the end of the century, of which the most
important are Daniel's Delia (1592), Con-
stable's Diana (1592), Drayton's ^Idea's Mir-

Sophocles.

ror (1594), Spenser's Amoretti (1595); and
the sonnets of Shakespeare doubtless also be-
long to the 16th century, although belated ID
publication. With the few sonnets of Milton
the mode died out until its revival, at the
beginning of the igth century, by Words-
worth. Later sonneteers include Hartley,